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| feffion of one of rhe Vil- 
’2o\) lages,in Lapland, andturn'd 
the Inhabitants into Bears: 
By which, Means, being de- 
priv’d’ of the Diféretion of 
Humane Creatures, and un- 
psi able to provide for Them- 
wale felves ; theKing of theCoun- 
‘<y=|) try commited them to the 
. aa! Keeping of Two or Three 
of his Beef-Eaters ; who took the Office, with no 
other Profpect, than to live at their Eafe, on the Per- 
quifites of it ; and were, confequently, more inclina- 
ble to provide Diet, to their own Tafte, than to that 
of the Metamorphos'd Avimals, which had been de- 











forthe Profit, accruing from their 
Grant, as to refolve; That the Poor-Creatures fhou’d 
want nothing, -that was Strong, and Savoury : But they 
had nor the judgment, to confider, That a Zen, when 
he becomes a Bear, requires a coarfer Kind of Nou- 
rifhment, than he. was accuftomed to, while a Ratio- 
nal Creature! —» They gave ‘em nothing to drink but 
Brandy; and fed ‘em with Cock-Broth, and. Fore’d- 


N Evil Spirit had taken Pof- _ anagers, have had all poflible Advanrage on their 


Side. The Court-Authority, and Countenance, went 
with them. — The Nobie,and the Tgnobie, join’d, in 






Jong, and unteafonable Pattiality, to fapport them, 
vithout Rivals; im iret QppoGrion.to the Intereft of 


atres contend, which fhall, 


theif own Pieafure which de undoubtedly, beft pro- 
vided for, when Rival Theat 

‘mott, defervé Encouragement. — It. is worth, while, 
then, to examine, how they /off this Advantage, And 
§ : 

‘I rake the Faé to be thus, . 

« THE good O/d Parentee, of the New Theatre die 
under a Length of Oppreffion ; and left his Rizby, a 
his Houfe, to his Son; an Unfear’d, and Fricndlefs 


Youth! of ‘whom it might’ then have been faid, 
s of Chamont, in the Orphan, ; oF 


HE Open'd, againft a Tide of Prejudice; and act- 
ed, many Years, not only, without Favour, but al- 
moft without Notice, at leaft from the Fafbionable 
World, — He try’d every Reafonable Art of ‘‘lea/mg, 
without Succefs! —. He reviv'd the beft O/d Pays, 
and brought on feveral New Ones ! but bad, often, the 
ana aa his own Induftry, and the tubli- 


meft Séenesvgf Shakefpear, to the cold Elicourage- 
Meats; "till they, All, grew giddy, and light-headed, Sg AE: = Boxes! — What flou’d he do, in this 


and were taken with a dangerous Vertigo, 


, Ca 
A YOUNG Shepherd, who had been broughr up 
a little wildly; and, who, by. living much among 


e Sérrent of Opinion was againjt him. 
GoseSehi/e, apd folid Thinking, were as Ufele(sto him 
as his Box€tepe?S' —. At iaft, by a Quicknels in his 


Beafts, had acquainted himfelf with the Nature of Naturei@Vir; and a Satyrica] Sharpnefs in his Ob/er- 
Bocrs, aniidereant to Board ‘em Cheaper ; and built, and- vation’ te perceiv'd, he had nothing to do, if he 


open’d, to that End, a New Honfe of Entertainment ; 
where, for the fame Rates which were paid his Rivals, 
he treated the Animals, in their own Way, with raw 
Horfe Flefo  isiftead of Ragoufts ; and Spring Water, in 
the Place of Brandy. — The Bears were ftrangely de- 


lighted, at a Change, they were, fo able to relifh; and 


flock’d, in Tranfport, to their New Ordinary; where 
they grinn’d, and grew fat, upon a Diet, which was 
adapted’to their Palates : So that, in a little Time, not 
a Cub, of any Quality, cou'd make a Meal, upon their 
Old Commons. And the poor Shepherd, who provided 
for them, fo judicioufly,»had all their Cuftom, for the 
forure, and became Richer, thamthe King’s own Bear- 
Wards ! 

H OW fuch an odd Story as this came in.my Way, 
I know nor; Bur I will leave ir, as I found ic : For I 
am in a Humour to talk of the Theatres. 

THE Regal Company of Comedians differs from the 
South Sea-Company, the Bank, and other Ading Compa- 
nies, of this City, in this one Point, among more, That 
It has Direfors, but no Governour, —= It is certain, 


_ however, that thofe Gentlemen, whom they call their 


{ Price Two Pence. ] 


wodd hat€the Game play’d into his Hands, but to 
lay afide his Fudgment, and abandon Himfeif to his 
Fancy. * | 

IN Parfuanee of this lucky Difcevery, He com- 

sd a New Species of Entertaitiment, which bad an 
infinice deal of Senfe in them ; but it was only the 
Senfe of Seeing. — Ic is {carce potlible ro conceive the 
Eafe, which this Reformation of the Stage gave the 
Bulk of our Genteel Audienges! — They cou'd, now, 
laugh out, wichout Keliraint; tor they were no Jon- 
ger in Danger of being Merry, in the. wrong Place! 
They felt no Weight of Words, which had, furmerly, 
lain heavy upon their Underfiandings : And, the Bur- 
den of their Attention being, fo commodioufly, ligé- 
ten'd, they came, and faw, and were fatished, 

THE old Managers were indifcreet enough nor on- 
ly to envy, but to imitate him. — They made Thar 
their Choice, which, in their Rival, had been Necefficy. 
Bur, attempting it, with inferior Genius, they 2ppear’d 
fo aukward, and ungraccful, in it, that they compell’d 
their partial Admires to take Notice, That they were ex- 
cell’d { = And, fo, taught ‘em, from thac Time for- 

ward 
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ward, to believe it probable, Thar, fince, in one Point, 
they had, fo manifeftly, the Difadvantage, they might, 
in Others too, have been rather Fortumate, than fo De- 
ferving, as they had concluded them. 

Tul S, the Young, and Oppre/i'd, became a Match 
for the Old, and Profperous. —- He has continued, ever 
fince, to maintain the Ground he won; ‘rill the Cur- 
reat isy now, turn d, and difpos’d to,run, in bis Bawour, 

SO far, his Wit has catried hum. We are to look 
out for his Judgment bereafter. But, for my Part, Lam 
of Opinion, V-hat; wher he firall ¥": tey'd Qs into 
Good Humour enough to forgive hiM a litrie Reafon, 
he will have Courage, and Generofity, to reftere the 
Stage to its Dignity; and exchange our Fuleps for 
Subjtantia! Diet, as {oon as our fick Stomachs fhaibhave 
recoverd Strength enotgh ro digeft it. — There is 


fearce a furer Proof, Thata Man has 7th, than the- 


Refpect, which he thews the Worthy: And I was de- 
lighted, the other Day, with the Praifes, in--whieh I 
heard ic told, aran Afembl, Tharthe OLD BAT- 
CHELOR is, by this Gentleman's Voluntary Offer, 
to be acted, next Afonday, at the Theatre, in Lincoin’s 
Inn Fields, for the Benefit of {o Learned a Benefactor 
to the Stage, as Mr. DENNIS. 

U PON my expreffing fome Concern, That it was 
not rather a Play, of Mr. Dennis's own Writing, I was 
inform’d, That the Mafter of that Theatre, who fought 
all Opportunities of fhewing his Efteem of fo Excel- 
jent, and fo Injur'd, a Jadge of Wir, and Learning, 
had left the Choice of the Play to Mr, Dennis himfe/f ; 
who had pirch’d upon the above-mention’d, becaufe 


jt was a Work of his old Friend Mr. Congreve. — I’ 


acknowlede’d the Generofity of the Mafter of the The- 
atre, and the Modeffy of the Gentleman, whom he 
ereats with fo well-judg’d a Humanicy: Bur I cou’d 
not avoid indulging a Fit of talkative Spleen, againft 
_ that Afalice, or Jgnorance, which has, more than once, 
appear'd, in the Difcountenance of fome Writings, 
from which the Name of Mr. Dennis, will, long, 
tinue to receive Honour, after his Body fhall be Duft, 
and Afhes! 
T HE Swmpidity, which follows Prejudice, has made 


Thoufands of his Cotemporaries infenfible of his Great |, 


Merit, which, if they allow’d their Reafon toexamine 


it, they wou'd be charm'd by, and take a Pride to en- | 


courage, —» The Terror with which young Writers 
have accuftom’d themfelves to hear, and to talk of, 
his Aufterity, and of his Averfion againft Scrablers, bas 
{fpread abroad a falfe Opinion, that he is Jé-natur'd, 
where he is only ssmpartial: And, that he is an Enemy 
to Wit, and Learning, while he is only {uch to the 
Propbaners of them. Sar 
T is pleafant ro obferve, to, what a whimfical De- 

gree this Dread of Crisicks has been propagated ; and 
how fat down, into Low Life, we may trace the Ef- 
fects of our Poet's miftaken Cutcries, who, by giving 
their S ds the Name of Wolves, have taught rhe 
Clowns to fer their Dogs upon ‘em, and cur off the 
Defence of their own Fold. Honeft Mr. Dawid Cook, 
the ingenious Bel/-Man of Pye Street Corner, is, I find, 
againft rhe Opening of the New Year, under terrible 
cchahen. from the Impreffions he has been fill’d 
with of rhe Dangers, all Good Works are expos'd to, 

** Great Sirs! my Atufe bas You, ber Guardians chofe, 

“ Againft the railing Malice of ber Foes ; 

“* For, fhe perceives, thefe well-meant lines muf? bear 


“ The CRITICK’s Cenfures, who will Nothing {pare ! 
I was vifiting, where gre of honeft Mr. Cook's 





“T HO’ I fmil’d at the Turn of this Reafon for the 
Fears of fo fafe a Mafe as Mr: Cook's, yet I can’t help 
wifhing, that no great Writer had ever allow’d him. 
felf to join the cemmon Cry againf Criticks. — If 
the Poets have no Art, they are a Race of contemp- 
tible Triflers! And, if they have Art, they have 
Criticifm. — Whoever is a good Poet, is, and muf 
be, Himfelf, a Critick.— To be afraid of a Fudge, 
is the Mark of a criminal Confcience —But the (vere, 
and manly, Cenfures, which are peculiar to Mr. 
Dennis's Writings, have encreas'd the Number of his 
Enemies, by a piercing Sharpne/s, which they carry 
with them ? Such Arguers, if they had liv’d with 
Cato, woud have made War upon chat mobile Plain- 
neft, which diftinguifh’d, and firpported, his Cha- 
racter : And refus’d the Reverence, due to his Vir- 
tues, becaule ‘His Adanners were not fupple enough, 
to fail in with their Notions.of Politéne/;, 

THE beft Way to become acquainted with a 
Writer is, to Jook for him in.his Writings : — His 
Soul, which is his Nobleft Se/f, lives there, and is, 
there difcover'd, —- How often have { remember'd 
(with Pain, forthe Infamy it muft, one Day bring us) 
‘That the moft generous, and extenfive, Defign, thar 
ever was conceived -by-Man, -with Relation to the 
Groundworkof Criticifm, in Peetry, was once, under- 
taken, by this Gentleman, and a Subfcription fer it 
propos'd, upon the moft moderare. Terms, with fo 
difptoportion’d a Succefs, that afrer a Year or two's 
fruitleis Application, he publifh’d a Specimen of his 
intended Work, with an Apology for not proceeding 
in it : Becaufe, after fo long a Trial, he had beea 
able to procure no more than Seventy or Eighty Sub- 


Jeribers, whofe NAMES he printed, to their future 


Glory! For, they will be read, an Age or two hence, 
with a Veneration, not unlike That, with which the 
Athenians engtav'd thofe of the Three Hundred Pa- 
triot Greeks, who, defended the Streight, of Thermo- 


con- pyle, againft the Fury of the Perfian Army. — So, 


wou'd thofe Noble Few have defended the Honour of 
their Country’s Fudgment, againft an Inundation; of 
Ignorance and Prefumption. 

WHAT will make this Fa& more -wonder'd ar, 
is, — That it happen’d at a Time, when a bound- 
lefs Profufion of Encopragement was pour'd our, upoa 
all PretenGons, bur Thofe of Learning, and of Mo- 
defy! — But ic will not, I hope, be beliew'd, That 
the Tragedy of APPIUS and VIRGINIA was acted, 
three. or four Times, and forgotten, in f{pite of rhofe 
powerful Paffions, and ftrong Pictures of . 
Narure, which it, every where, abounds with: Or, 
that Shake/pear’s CORIOLANUS cou'd be alter'd, by 
{uch a Hand as Mr. Dennis’s, and fo firikingly, to its 
Advantage, and yet brought on, without Succefs, 
where Shakefpear's RICHARD THE THIRD, tack'ds 
and mutilated, by a barbarous Player, ran into Fame, 
and Applaufe, and drew Audiences, every Seafon! 

BUT I can never expect Room, in fuch 2 Paper 
as the PLAIN DEALER, to touch the Merits of 
this Gentleman’s Writings, for whofe Benefit, as 
above, the Play of Adonday next, is tobe acted + And, 
who, now, defcending apace into the Vale of Years, 
ought. to find his Way made fmoother for him; and 
lofe Sight of thefe malignant Enmities, which his 
ftronger Days have grappled with, — There can be 
no-body, who is a Friend; either to Learning, o 
Humanity, and who bas his Heart in the right Place, 
bur muft feel a generous Delight, in being prefent, for 
His Benefit, whofe whole Life has been taken ap, 


GREAT SIRS ask'd him, Wy be was afraid of wists Efays, for the Bencfit of Others. — The Brave, 


Criticks ? and was much.edified by his Anfwer—One 
A4r. Pope, Sir, an ingeniovs Member, of OUR Fra- 
ternity, knows much, of thefe Adatters ; and has faid it, 
in Print, That . 

“€ Criticks proceed, without the leaf?, Remorfe, 


“ Seize.on our Fame, and put their Laws in Force, 


& 
— — 


and the Beautiful, will agree, in a Refolurtion, 
Shine out, upon this Occafion, where They will b« 
known to appear in theCaufe of Wifdom: And, where, 
to be feen, is tobe bomour'd, Themfelves, for doing Ht 
our to unrewarded Excellence. 
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